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Concrete: We use it for our buildings, bridges, dams, and roads. We walk on it, drive on it, and many of us
live and work within itswalls. But very few of us know what it is. We take for granted this ubiquitous
substance, which both literally and figuratively comprises much of modern civilization’ s constructed
environment; yet the story of its creation and devel opment features a cast of fascinating characters and
remarkable historical episodes. This book delvesinto this history, opening readers’ eyes at every turn.

In alively narrative peppered with intriguing details, author Robert Corland describes how some of the most
famous personalities of history became involved in the development and use of concrete—including King
Herod the Great of Judea, the Roman emperor Hadrian, Thomas Edison (who once owned the largest
concrete cement plant in the world), and architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Courland points to recent
archaeological evidence suggesting that the discovery of concrete directly led to the Neolithic Revolution
and the rise of the earliest civilizations. Much later, the Romans reached extraordinarily high standards for
concrete production, showcasing their achievement in iconic buildings like the Coliseum and the Pantheon.
Amazingly, with the fall of the Roman Empire, the secrets of concrete manufacturing were lost for over a
millennium.

The author explains that when concrete was rediscovered in the late eighteenth century it was initially
viewed as an interesting novelty or, at best, a speciaized building material suitable only for a narrow range
of applications. It was only toward the end of the nineteenth century that the use of concrete exploded.
During this rapid expansion, industry lobbyists tried to disguise the fact that modern concrete had certain
defects and critical shortcomings. It is now recognized that modern concrete, unlike its Roman predecessor,
gradually disintegrates with age. Compounding this problem is another distressing fact: the manufacture of
concrete cement is amajor contributor to global warming.

Concrete Planet isfilled with incredible stories, fascinating characters, surprising facts, and an array of
intriguing insights into the building material that forms the basis of the infrastructure on which we depend.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Harry Oliver:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Concrete Planet: The Strange
and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dan Morris:;

This Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material
isgreat e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great
manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of
the World's Most Common Man-Made Material in your hand like having the world in your arm, information
initisnot ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but
this guide already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in
which?

Jessica Hodgkins:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Concrete Planet: The Strange and
Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material can give you alot of good friends
because by you taking alook at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? L et's have Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's
Most Common Man-Made Material.

Mike Hodges:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is referred to as of book
Concrete Planet: The Strange and Fascinating Story of the World's Most Common Man-Made Material. Y ou
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from



one destination for a other place.
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