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En-Gendering India offers an innovative interpretation of the role that gender played in defining the Indian
state during both the colonial and postcolonial eras. Focusing on both British and Indian literary
texts—primarily novels—produced between 1857 and 1947, Sangeeta Ray examines representations of
"native" Indian women and shows how these representations were deployed to advance notions of Indian
self-rule as well as to defend British imperialism.
Through her readings of works by writers including Bankimchandra Chatterjee, Rabindranath Tagore,
Harriet Martineau, Flora Annie Steel, Anita Desai, and Bapsi Sidhaa, Ray demonstrates that Indian women
were presented as upper class and Hindu, an idealization that paradoxically served the needs of both colonial
and nationalist discourses. The Indian nation’s goal of self-rule was expected to enable women’s full
participation in private and public life. On the other hand, British colonial officials rendered themselves the
protectors of passive Indian women against their “savage” male countrymen. Ray shows how the native
woman thus became a symbol for both an incipient Indian nation and a fading British Empire. In addition,
she reveals how the figure of the upper-class Hindu woman created divisions with the nationalist movement
itself by underscoring caste, communal, and religious differences within the newly emerging state. As such,
Ray’s study has important implications for discussions about nationalism, particularly those that address the
concepts of identity and nationalism.
Building on recent scholarship in feminism and postcolonial studies, En-Gendering India will be of interest
to scholars in those fields as well as to specialists in nationalism and nation-building and in Victorian,
colonial, and postcolonial literature and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in
Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important the book En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in Colonial and
Postcolonial Narratives. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a
book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Sharon McMichael:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important usually. The book En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in
Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives seemed to be making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book En-Gendering India:
Woman and Nation in Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book En-Gendering India: Woman and
Nation in Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Pamela Postma:

This En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This specific En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in
Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in Colonial and
Postcolonial Narratives can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This En-Gendering India:
Woman and Nation in Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives having excellent arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Charles Parker:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in Colonial and Postcolonial Narratives the mind will drift



away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The En-Gendering India: Woman and Nation in Colonial
and Postcolonial Narratives giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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