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This book examines the process of secularization in the Middle East in the late 19th and early 20th century
through an analysis of the transformation and abolition of Islamic Caliphate. Focusing on debates in both the
center of the Caliphate and its periphery, the author argues that the relationship between Islam and
secularism was one of accommodation, rather than simply conflict and confrontation, because Islam was the
single most important source of legitimation in the modernization of the Middle East.

Through detailed analysis of both official documents and the writings of the intellectuals who contributed to
reforms in the Empire, the author first examines the general secularization process in the Ottoman Empire
from the late 18th century up to the end of the 1920s. He then presents an in-depth analysis of a crucial case
of secularization: the demise of Islamic Caliphate. Drawing upon a wide range of secondary and primary
sources on the Caliphate and the wider process of political modernization, he employs discourse analysis and
comparative-historical methods to examine how the Caliphate was first transformed into a "spiritual"
institution and then abolished in 1924 by Turkish secularists. Ard?ç also demonstrates how the book’s
argument is applicable to wider secularization and modernization processes in the Middle East.

Deriving insights from history, anthropology, Islamic law and political science, the book will engage a
critical mass of scholars interested in Middle Eastern studies, political Islam, secularization and the near-
global revival of religion as well as the historians of Islam and late-Ottoman Empire, and those working in
the field of historical sociology and the sociology of religion as a case study.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Griffin:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and Middle Eastern
Modernization in the Early 20th Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East).

Gregory Jones:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Islam and
the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and Middle Eastern Modernization in the Early 20th Century
(SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East).

Brenda Wright:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate
and Middle Eastern Modernization in the Early 20th Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East)
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Sandra Earnhardt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,



except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and Middle Eastern Modernization in the Early 20th
Century (SOAS/Routledge Studies on the Middle East).
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