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In the early 1950s fisherfolk and other villagers around Minamata Bay on the western coast of Kyushu,
Japan, began to suffer from mysterious and often fatal symptoms of what came to be known as Minamata
disease. It was not until 1968 that the government acknowledged its cause—organic mercury poisoning from
effluent released by Chisso Corporation, a chemical manufacturer and the largest employer in the Japanese
city for which the disease was named. For decades the company denied responsibility and was joined by the
Japanese government in its attempt to cover up the problem despite lawsuits and political protests.

In this compelling oral history, Ogata Masato, fisherman and Minamata disease sufferer, tells of the
devastation of methyl mercury poisoning. Spanning fifty years, his story describes the impact of industrial
pollution on his own life, on his extended family, and on the fishing culture of the Shiranui Sea. A one-time
leader of Minamata disease patients seeking certification and compensation, Masato breaks away to follow
his personal path to redemption.

Masato's story begins with the vibrant village of his childhood and culminates with the possibility of return,
if not to one's birthplace, then to a spiritual community, to a consciousness that we owe our existence to the
web of interrelationships that constitute life. When we turn full circle, explains Masato, we find ourselves
again at the water's edge, a place where all life gathers. This is the launching point for "Tokoyo," boat of the
Eternal World-a world defined at once by the past, present and future; a state of mind in which we are
responsible not only for our own actions but for those of our society and our species. Masato's story, larger
than any one man or one incident, raises questions we must all consider as beneficiaries of modern industry
and technology.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Stein:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit
your needs but the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This
Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Margaret Thompson:

The particular book Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Charles Frye:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a
Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Shelly Sampson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is referred to as of book Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices). You
can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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