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Shells have always held a mysterious fascination for people throughout the world. Since time immemorial,
societies have perceived and used the protective coverings of the soft-bodied mollusk in many unique and
mystical ways, transforming them into ritual objects, symbols, metaphors. Spirals from the Sea, based on
research done for the American Museum of Natural History's Hall of Mollusks and Mankind, is an original
and fascinating exploration of the ways mankind has used shells and what they have meant to various
cultures, including Australian aborigines, Indians of the Americas, hill tribes of Southeast Asia, the
Melanesians of the South Pacific, and numerous tribes of Africa. Anthropologist Jane Safer has established
the significance of these objects within their specific cultures and discovered that, regardless of time and
place, man has made use of shells in four distinct ways. As elements of daily life, they are naturally
adaptable as containers, spoons, fishhooks, tools, shields, and decorative elements. As symbols of wealth,
shells are second only to metal as the most common standard of value ever used. Cowrie shells have been
used as money by more people in more parts of the world than any coin. As emblems of status, shells form a
visual language that communicates something about its wearer and his place in society. Even today many
Hindu women wear Chank shell bracelets as a symbol of marriage. As objects of ritual and myth, shells
constitute an even strong language, which gives form to the intangible. More than sixty full-color
photographs of shell artifacts have been made especially for this volume by Frances McLaughlin Gill. These
dramatic visual images of the objects made with shells relay as never before the magic and beauty created for
thousands of years by unknown craftsmen. In addition, 45 black-and-white ethnographic photos showing
how people actually used and wore the shells have been gathered from many sources.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Spirals from the
Sea: An Anthropological Look at Shells? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have different opinion?

Carolyn Robles:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Spirals from the Sea: An Anthropological Look at Shells as the daily
resource information.

Edward Emory:

Typically the book Spirals from the Sea: An Anthropological Look at Shells will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Spirals from the Sea: An Anthropological
Look at Shells is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Thomas Major:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Spirals from the Sea: An
Anthropological Look at Shells that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Spirals from the
Sea: An Anthropological Look at Shells become your personal starter.
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