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The Path of the Devil is organized around three fundamental theories: witch hunts as functional sacrificial
ceremonies, realistic conflict and strategic persecution, and scapegoat phenomena. All conjectures point to
the role of epidemic disease, war, and climactic and economic hardships as considerable factors. However,
such crises have to be differentiated: when war is measured as a quantitative characteristic it is found to
inhibit witch hunts, while epidemic disease and economic hardship encourages them. The book integrates the
sociologies of collective behavior, contentious conflict, and deviance with cross-disciplinary theory and
research. The final chapters examine the Salem witch trials as 'a perfect storm,' and illustrate the general
patterns found for early modern witch hunts and 'modern witch hunts,' which exhibit similarities that are
found to be more than metaphorical.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the
book The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Alice Christensen:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts.

Margaret Soto:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

David Gilbert:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch
Hunts or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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