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From one of the country’s foremost experts on Shakespeare and theatre arts, actor, director, and master
teacher Tina Packer offers an exploration—fierce, funny, fearless—of the women of Shakespeare’s plays. A
profound, and profoundly illuminating, book that gives us the playwright’s changing understanding of the
feminine and reveals some of his deepest insights. Packer, with expert grasp and perception, constructs a
radically different understanding of power, sexuality, and redemption.

Beginning with the early comedies (The Taming of the Shrew, Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Comedy of
Errors), Packer shows that Shakespeare wrote the women of these plays as shrews to be tamed or as sweet
little things with no definable independent thought, virgins on the pedestal. The women of the histories (the
three parts of Henry VI; Richard III) are, Packer shows, much more interesting, beginning with Joan of Arc,
possibly the first woman character Shakespeare ever created.  In her opening scene, she’s wonderfully
alive—a virgin, true, sent from heaven, a country girl going to lead men bravely into battle, the kind of girl
Shakespeare could have known and loved in Stratford. Her independent resolution collapses within a few
scenes, as Shakespeare himself suddenly turns against her, and she yields to the common caricature of his
culture and becomes Joan the Enemy, the Warrior Woman, the witch; a woman to be feared and destroyed . .
. 

As Packer turns her attention to the extraordinary Juliet, the author perceives a large shift. Suddenly
Shakespeare’s women have depth of character, motivation, understanding of life more than equal to that of
the men; once Juliet has led the way, the plays are never the same again. As Shakespeare ceases to write
about women as predictable caricatures and starts writing them from the inside, embodying their voices, his
women become as dimensional, spirited, spiritual, active, and sexual as any of his male characters. Juliet is
just as passionately in love as Romeo—risking everything, initiating marriage, getting into bed, fighting
courageously when her parents threaten to disown her—and just as brave in facing death when she discovers
Romeo is dead. And, wondering if Shakespeare himself fell in love (Packer considers with whom, and what
she may have been like), the author observes that from Juliet on, Shakespeare writes the women as if he were
a woman, giving them desires, needs, ambition, insight.

Women of Will follows Shakespeare’s development as a human being, from youth to enlightened maturity,
exploring the spiritual journey he undertook.  Packer shows that Shakespeare’s imagination, mirrored and
revealed in his female characters, develops and deepens until finally the women, his creative knowledge, and
a sense of a larger spiritual good come together in the late plays, making clear that when women and men are
equal in status and sexual passion, they can—and do—change the world.

Part master class, part brilliant analysis—Women of Will is all inspiring discovery.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Women of Will:
Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ruby Mejia:

This book untitled Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from
your list.

Sandra Lowe:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays this book consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

James Henderson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Women of Will: Following the Feminine in
Shakespeare's Plays was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Women of
Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.



Download and Read Online Women of Will: Following the Feminine
in Shakespeare's Plays Tina Packer #IA9J73PFNZM



Read Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's
Plays by Tina Packer for online ebook

Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays by Tina Packer Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays by Tina Packer
books to read online.

Online Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays by Tina Packer
ebook PDF download

Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays by Tina Packer Doc

Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays by Tina Packer Mobipocket

Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays by Tina Packer EPub


