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"Irene Taviss Thomson gives us a nuanced portrait of American social politics that helps explain both why
we are drawn to the idea of a 'culture war' and why that misrepresents what is actually going on."
---Rhys H. Williams, Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology, Loyola University Chicago

"An important work showing---beneath surface conflict---a deep consensus on a number of ideals by social
elites."
---John H. Evans, Department of Sociology, University of California, San Diego

The idea of a culture war, or wars, has existed in America since the 1960s---an underlying ideological schism
in our country that is responsible for the polarizing debates on everything from the separation of church and
state, to abortion, to gay marriage, to affirmative action. Irene Taviss Thomson explores this notion by
analyzing hundreds of articles addressing hot-button issues over two decades from four magazines: National
Review, Time, The New Republic, and The Nation, as well as a wide array of other writings and statements
from a substantial number of public intellectuals.

What Thomson finds might surprise you: based on her research, there is no single cultural divide or cultural
source that can account for the positions that have been adopted. While issues such as religion,
homosexuality, sexual conduct, and abortion have figured prominently in public discussion, in fact there is
no single thread that unifies responses to each of these cultural dilemmas for any of the writers.

Irene Taviss Thomson is Professor Emeritus of Sociology, having taught in the Department of Social
Sciences and History at Fairleigh Dickinson University for more than 30 years. Previously, she taught in the
Department of Sociology at Harvard University.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Here thing why this Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social
Issues) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends
in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Culture Wars and Enduring
American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Culture Wars and
Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) in e-book can
be your substitute.

Barbara Cook:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social
Issues), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Jacqueline Gore:

Beside that Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas
(Contemporary Political And Social Issues) because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Rene King:

This Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) is brand



new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount
of digest in reading this Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And
Social Issues) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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