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Forced by a hand injury to abandon a career as a pianist, Robert Schumann went on to become one of the
world's great composers. Among many works, his Spring Symphony (1841), Piano Concerto in A Minor
(1841/1845), and the Third, or Rhenish, Symphony (1850) exemplify his infusion of classical forms with
intense, personal emotion. His musical influence continues today and has inspired many other famous
composers in the century since his death. Indeed Brahms, in a letter of January 1873, wrote: "The
remembrance of Schumann is sacred to me. I will always take this noble pure artist as my model."
Now, in Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age," John Daverio presents the first comprehensive
study of the composer's life and works to appear in nearly a century. Long regarded as a quintessentially
romantic figure, Schumann also has been portrayed as a profoundly tragic one: a composer who began his
career as a genius and ended it as a mere talent. Daverio takes issue with this Schumann myth, arguing
instead that the composer's entire creative life was guided by the desire to imbue music with the intellectual
substance of literature. A close analysis of the interdependence among Schumann's activities as reader,
diarist, critic, and musician reveals the depth of his literary sensibility. Drawing on documents only recently
brought to light, the author also provides a fresh outlook on the relationship between Schumann's mental
illness--which brought on an extended sanitarium stay and eventual death in 1856--and his musical
creativity. Schumann's character as man and artist thus emerges in all its complexity. The book concludes
with an analysis of the late works and a postlude on Schumann's influence on successors from Brahms to
Berg.
This well-researched study of Schumann interprets the composer's creative legacy in the context of his life
and times, combining nineteenth-century cultural and intellectual history with a fascinating analysis of the
works themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic
Age" book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lillian Carlucci:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" book is readable by means of you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Robert
Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Ariane Gray:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age" can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John Cheung:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Robert Schumann: Herald of a "New Poetic Age", you can
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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