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In her achingly beautiful and revelatory first novel, Christin Lore Weber, a former nun, explores the nature
and power of passion -- sexual, religious, and artistic -- and brings us into a mysterious, cloistered world
rarely made public. Set in the wild, rock-and-lake region of northern Minnesota, this is an exquisitely told
tale of three generations of strong-willed women and their inner battles to balance personal longings with the
disciplines of their church.
Meghan, in the first generation, dismisses the priest's injunctions regarding sex and succumbs to her passion
for her husband. But when family tragedy strikes, she believes she has been brought down by the hand of
God himself for her sexual indulgence. In the second generation, Kate is so afraid of what God could take
away -- "husbands, fathers, brothers, music even. God could take your life if he wanted" -- that she learns to
steel herself against any deep emotion or desire, to simply "endure, be faithful, and hope to be spared some
small thing she loved, something perhaps God didn't want." By the third generation, the passions that moved
her mother and grandmother have converged and intensified in young Elise, who is roused by forces beyond
her understanding. She is at once a daughter of the Catholic church, a music prodigy, and a tuning fork for
nature's wildness. But upon her high school graduation in 1958, Elise forsakes her musical genius and her
family to enter the convent -- a beautiful, exhilarating, disillusioning, and haunting experience that will drive
her, ultimately, to consider leaving the church.
Written with stunning lyricism and emotional authenticity, Altar Music is a portrait of a nun as a young girl,
a portrait of a family both defined and divided by its religious beliefs, and a powerful story about mothers
and daughters. Heart-wrenching and thought-provoking, this novel brilliantly depicts the blurring of the lines
between sexual passion, artistic passion, and religious fervor, and the losses we suffer when we try to
translate one into another.
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From reader reviews:

William Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Altar Music: A Novel is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Ken Martin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Altar Music: A Novel it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Fannie Wymer:

Altar Music: A Novel can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Altar Music: A Novel but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Molly Maldonado:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Altar Music: A Novel can be the response,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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