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Karen Tracy examines the identity-work of judges and attorneys in state supreme courts as they debated the
legality of existing marriage laws. Exchanges in state appellate courts are juxtaposed with the talk that
occurred between citizens and elected officials in legislative hearings considering whether to revise state
marriage laws. The book's analysis spans ten years, beginning with the U.S. Supreme Court's overturning of
sodomy laws in 2003 and ending in 2013 when the U.S. Supreme Court declared the federal government's
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) unconstitutional, and it particularly focuses on how social change was
accomplished through and reflected in these law-making and law-interpreting discourses. Focal materials are
the eight cases about same-sex marriage and civil unions that were argued in state supreme courts between
2005 and 2009, and six of a larger number of hearings that occurred in state judicial committees considering
bills regarding who should be able to marry. Tracy concludes with analysis of the 2011 Senate Judiciary
Committee Hearing on DOMA, comparing it to the initial 1996 hearing and to the 2013 Supreme Court oral
argument about it. The book shows that social change occurred as the public discourse that treated sexual
orientation as a "lifestyle" was replaced with a public discourse of gays and lesbians as a legitimate category
of citizen.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Discourse, Identity, and Social Change in the
Marriage Equality Debates (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) book as beginning and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Daniel Gomez:

Precisely why? Because this Discourse, Identity, and Social Change in the Marriage Equality Debates
(Oxford Studies in Language and Law) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Katie Harper:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Discourse, Identity, and Social
Change in the Marriage Equality Debates (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Vivian Regan:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Discourse, Identity, and Social Change in the Marriage
Equality Debates (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Discourse, Identity, and Social Change in the Marriage
Equality Debates (Oxford Studies in Language and Law) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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