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Cultural views of femininity exerted a powerful influence on the courtroom arguments used to defend or
condemn notable women on trial in nineteenth-century and early-twentieth-century America. A. Cheree
Carlson analyzes the colorful rhetorical strategies employed by lawyers and reporters in the trials of several
women of varying historical stature, from the insanity trials of Mary Todd Lincoln and Lizzie Borden's trial
for the brutal slaying of her father and stepmother, to lesser-known trials involving insanity, infidelity,
murder, abortion, and interracial marriage. Carlson reveals clearly just how narrow was the line that women
had to walk, since the same womanly virtues that were expected of them--passivity, frailty, and purity--could
be turned against them at any time. With gripping retellings and incisive analysis, this book will appeal to
historians, rhetoricians, feminist researchers, and anyone who enjoys courtroom drama.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bell:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Crimes of Womanhood:
Defining Femininity in a Court of Law will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Deborah Young:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining
Femininity in a Court of Law, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Robert Russell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining Femininity in a Court of Law offer
you a new experience in reading a book.

Allen Yopp:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Crimes of Womanhood:
Defining Femininity in a Court of Law is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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