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 Known as the meat of the vegetable world, mushrooms have their ardent supporters as well as their fierce
detractors. Hobbits go crazy over them, while Diderot thought they should be “sent back to the dung heap
where they are born.” In Mushroom, Cynthia D. Bertelsen examines the colorful history of these divisive
edible fungi. As she reveals, their story is fraught with murder and accidental death, hunger and gluttony,
sickness and health, religion and war. Some cultures equate them with the rottenness of life while others
delight in cooking and eating them. And then there are those “magic” mushrooms, which some people link to
ancient religious beliefs.
 
To tell this story, Bertelsen travels to the nineteenth century, when mushrooms entered the realm of haute
cuisine after millennia of being picked from the wild for use in everyday cooking and medicine. She
describes how this new demand drove entrepreneurs and farmers to seek methods for cultivating mushrooms,
including experiments in domesticating the highly sought after but elusive truffles, and she explores the
popular pastime of mushroom hunting and includes numerous historic and contemporary recipes. Packed
with images of mushrooms from around the globe, this savory book will be essential reading for fans of this
surprising, earthy fungus.
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From reader reviews:

Earnestine Marcus:

The actual book Mushroom: A Global History (Reaktion Books - Edible) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Edward Kirklin:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Mushroom: A Global
History (Reaktion Books - Edible) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Emanuel Douglas:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Mushroom: A Global History (Reaktion Books - Edible) was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Maryellen Tilley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Mushroom: A Global History (Reaktion Books - Edible) when you necessary it?
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