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Short-listed for the 2000 Arthur Ellis Award for Best Non-Fiction

Norman "Red" Ryan was a notorious bank robber, safecracker, and killer. He escaped from Kingston
Penitentiary twice - first by force, and then years later by gulling the credulous into believing that he was
"reformed." The dupes of Ryan’s second emancipation included the prison’s Roman Catholic chaplain,
several nationally prominent citizens, the country’s largest newspaper, and, ultimately, R.B. Bennett, the
prime minister of Canada, who made the mistake of arranging a "political parole" for Ryan.

Six people - three of them innocent victims - died as a result of Red Ryan’s freedom. Dubbed "the Jesse
James of Canada" and "Canada’s most notorious criminal," Ryan had compiled a record of nineteen
convictions for crimes of theft and violence, and had been in nine shooting affrays with police and citizens.
He was a "lifer" in an era when "life" meant just that. Yet he got out of Kingston after just eleven and a half
years and returned to Toronto, the city of his birth, amid fanfare befitting a national hero. His death in a
liquor store robbery in Sarnia on May 23, 1936, just ten months after his release, was a huge jolt to Canada,
and especially Toronto.

How could such an obvious threat to society be paroled from prison as a paragon of reform? This question is
central to The Big Red Fox. The answer lies not with Ryan himself - not even the cunning and deceitful Red
Ryan could have hoodwinked his way out of a life sentence - but with those who helped him, and who
benefited from his release.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Big Red Fox: The Incredible Story of
Norman "Red" Ryan, Canada's Most Notorious Criminal is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gina Keller:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Big
Red Fox: The Incredible Story of Norman "Red" Ryan, Canada's Most Notorious Criminal provide you with
new experience in examining a book.

Eric Hempel:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Big Red Fox: The Incredible
Story of Norman "Red" Ryan, Canada's Most Notorious Criminal can be the answer, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Louise Perez:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely The Big Red Fox: The Incredible Story of Norman "Red" Ryan,
Canada's Most Notorious Criminal. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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