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It is conventional wisdom that there is a grave crisis in our criminal courts: the widespread reliance on plea-
bargaining and the settlement of most cases with just a few seconds before the judge endanger the rights of
defendants. Not so, says Malcolm Feeley in this provocative and original book. Basing his argument on
intensive study of the lower criminal court system, Feeley demonstrates that the absence of formal “due
process” is preferred by all of the court’s participants, and especially by defendants. Moreover, he argues, “it
is not all clear that as a group defendants would be better off in a more ‘formal’ court system,” since the real
costs to those accused of misdemeanors and lesser felonies are not the fines and prison sentences meted out
by the court, but the costs incurred before the case even comes before the judge—lost wages from missed
work, commissions to bail bondsmen, attorney’s fees, and wasted time. Therefore, the overriding interest of
the accused is not to secure the formal trappings of the judicial process, but to minimize the time, and
money, spent dealing with the court.

Focusing on New Haven, Connecticut’s, lower court, Feeley found that the defense and prosecution often
agreed that the pre-trial process was sufficient to “teach the defendant a lesson.” In effect, Feeley
demonstrates that the informal practices of the lower courts as they are presently constituted are more “just”
than they are usually given credit for being.

“... a book that should be read by anyone who is interested in understanding how courts work and how the
criminal sanction is administered in modern, complex societies.”— Barry Mahoney, Institute for Court
Management, Denver

“It is grounded in a firm grasp of theory as well as thorough field research.”—Jack B. Weinstein, U.S.
District Court Judge." a feature that has long been the hallmark of good American sociology: it recreates a
believable world of real men and women.”—Paul Wiles, Law & Society Review.

"This book's findings are well worth the attention of the serious criminal justice student, and the analyses
reveal a thoughtful, probing, and provocative intelligence....an important contribution to the debate on the
role and limits of discretion in American criminal justice. It deserves to be read by all those who are
interested in the outcome of the debate." —Jerome H. Skolnick, American Bar Foundation Research Journal
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your personal free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
publication untitled The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Patricia Spear:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Process is the Punishment: Handling
Cases in a Lower Criminal Court can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book
you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The
Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court.

Debbie Clark:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court we can
acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at
this time book The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court. You can more
inviting than now.

Robert Wilkes:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Process is the Punishment: Handling
Cases in a Lower Criminal Court to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a
Lower Criminal Court can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of these time.

Download and Read Online The Process is the Punishment:
Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court Malcolm M. Feeley
#VZUM3AB1HOS



Read The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower
Criminal Court by Malcolm M. Feeley for online ebook

The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court by Malcolm M. Feeley Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal
Court by Malcolm M. Feeley books to read online.

Online The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court by
Malcolm M. Feeley ebook PDF download

The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court by Malcolm M. Feeley Doc

The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court by Malcolm M. Feeley Mobipocket

The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court by Malcolm M. Feeley EPub


