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As a civil war shatters a country and consumes its people, historian Christian C. Sahner offers a poignant
account of Syria, where the past profoundly shapes its dreadful present. Among the Ruins blends history,
memoir and reportage, drawing on the author's extensive knowledge of Syria in ancient, medieval, and
modern times, as well as his experiences living in the Levant on the eve of the war and in the midst of the
"Arab Spring". These plotlines converge in a rich narrative of a country in constant flux - a place renewed by
the very shifts that, in the near term, are proving so destructive.

Sahner focuses on five themes of interest to anyone intrigued and dismayed by Syria's fragmentation since
2011: the role of Christianity in society; the arrival of Islam; the rise of sectarianism and competing
minorities; the emergence of the Ba'ath Party; and the current pitiless civil war.

Among the Ruins is a brisk and illuminating read, an accessible introduction to a country with an
enormously rich past and a tragic present. For anyone seeking to understand Syria, this book should be their
starting point.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Thomas:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Among the Ruins: Syria Past and Present is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Ruth Barr:

The reserve untitled Among the Ruins: Syria Past and Present is the book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Among
the Ruins: Syria Past and Present from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Thomas Williamson:

This Among the Ruins: Syria Past and Present is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Among
the Ruins: Syria Past and Present in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but
this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that?

Sherrie Beardsley:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Among the Ruins: Syria Past and Present was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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