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The Earth's human population is expected to pass eight billion by the year 2025, while rapid growth in the
global economy will spur ever increasing demands for natural resources. The world will consequently face
growing scarcities of such vital renewable resources as cropland, fresh water, and forests. Thomas Homer-
Dixon argues in this sobering book that these environmental scarcities will have profound social
consequences--contributing to insurrections, ethnic clashes, urban unrest, and other forms of civil violence,
especially in the developing world.

Homer-Dixon synthesizes work from a wide range of international research projects to develop a detailed
model of the sources of environmental scarcity. He refers to water shortages in China, population growth in
sub-Saharan Africa, and land distribution in Mexico, for example, to show that scarcities stem from the
degradation and depletion of renewable resources, the increased demand for these resources, and/or their
unequal distribution. He shows that these scarcities can lead to deepened poverty, large-scale migrations,
sharpened social cleavages, and weakened institutions. And he describes the kinds of violence that can result
from these social effects, arguing that conflicts in Chiapas, Mexico and ongoing turmoil in many African and
Asian countries, for instance, are already partly a consequence of scarcity.

Homer-Dixon is careful to point out that the effects of environmental scarcity are indirect and act in
combination with other social, political, and economic stresses. He also acknowledges that human ingenuity
can reduce the likelihood of conflict, particularly in countries with efficient markets, capable states, and an
educated populace. But he argues that the violent consequences of scarcity should not be underestimated--
especially when about half the world's population depends directly on local renewables for their day-to-day
well-being. In the next decades, he writes, growing scarcities will affect billions of people with
unprecedented severity and at an unparalleled scale and pace.

Clearly written and forcefully argued, this book will become the standard work on the complex relationship
between environmental scarcities and human violence.
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From reader reviews:

Cari Sexton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Environment, Scarcity, and Violence was making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book Environment, Scarcity, and Violence is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Environment, Scarcity, and Violence.
You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Douglas Anderson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Environment, Scarcity, and Violence provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Myra McKenzie:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Environment, Scarcity, and
Violence is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Maria Peterson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book Environment, Scarcity, and Violence was filled about science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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