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The revolutions sweeping the Middle East provide dramatic evidence of the role that technology plays in
mobilizing citizen protest and upending seemingly invulnerable authoritarian regimes. A grainy cell phone
video of a Tunisian street vendor’s self-immolation helped spark the massive protests that toppled longtime
ruler Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, and Egypt’s "Facebook revolution" forced the ruling regime out of power and
into exile.

While such "liberation technology" has been instrumental in freeing Egypt and Tunisia, other cases—such as
China and Iran—demonstrate that it can be deployed just as effectively by authoritarian regimes seeking to
control the Internet, stifle protest, and target dissenters. This two-sided dynamic has set off an intense
technological race between "netizens" demanding freedom and authoritarians determined to retain their grip
on power.

Liberation Technology brings together cutting-edge scholarship from scholars and practitioners at the
forefront of this burgeoning field of study. An introductory section defines the debate with a foundational
piece on liberation technology and is then followed by essays discussing the popular dichotomy of
"liberation" versus "control" with regard to the Internet and the sociopolitical dimensions of such controls.
Additional chapters delve into the cases of individual countries: China, Egypt, Iran, and Tunisia.

This book also includes in-depth analysis of specific technologies such as Ushahidi—a platform developed
to document human-rights abuses in the wake of Kenya’s 2007 elections—and alkasir—a tool that has been
used widely throughout the Middle East to circumvent cyber-censorship.

Liberation Technology will prove an essential resource for all students seeking to understand the intersection
of information and communications technology and the global struggle for democracy.

Contributors: Walid Al-Saqaf, Daniel Calingaert, Ronald Deibert, Larry Diamond, Elham Gheytanchi, Philip
N. Howard, Muzammil M. Hussain, Rebecca MacKinnon, Patrick Meier, Evgeny Morozov, Xiao Qiang,
Rafal Rohozinski, Mehdi Yahyanejad
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

The book Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of Democracy
Book) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you
can make reading a book Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal
of Democracy Book) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open
and read a book Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of
Democracy Book). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Floyd Goshorn:

This Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book)
are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book)
can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Monson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A
Journal of Democracy Book) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book has high quality.

Darryl Payton:

Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has



good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Liberation Technology: Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy (A Journal of
Democracy Book) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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