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Marcel Duchamp, by Paris-based curator and art critic Caroline Cros, is a new account of one of the most
important cultural figures of modern times. Drawing on the artist’s correspondence and interviews, she
details Duchamp’s life-long belief in chance and coincidence, and how that led him to let his life take its own
course, constantly travelling, meeting new people and embracing new experiences. The author shows how
Duchamp’s lifestyle never allowed him to follow a conventional artistic career, and also how the artist’s
constant search for the random in life is strongly echoed in the art that he created.
The book explores work such as the 'Readymades', the Grand Verre and Etant-Donnés, explaining the
creative processes behind them, the way they have been interpreted and sometimes misunderstood by his
friends and the public, and also how some artists such as Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns immediately
understood the importance of the work.
Just as significantly, the book examines Duchamp’s life after he stopped making art, which was remarkably
early considering his reputation. Cros describes how he became involved in a wide range of activities,
including historical exhibitions, chess games, museums, foundations, salons, and publications, and in
friendships and correspondence with the most influential artists, critics, collectors, and writers of his time.
After 1915 Duchamp divided his time between Paris and New York, and this allowed him to establish strong
relationships and become widely known in the USA. As a consequence he played an important role in the
evolution of American art.
Thematic as well as chronological, this original and concise critical study will interest the wide general
audience for Duchamp, as well as scholars and specialists in the field.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Marcel
Duchamp (Critical Lives).

Maureen Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Marcel Duchamp (Critical Lives)
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you may pick Marcel Duchamp (Critical Lives) become your own personal starter.

Christopher Hill:

This Marcel Duchamp (Critical Lives) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Marcel Duchamp (Critical Lives) can
be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Armida Shipman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Marcel Duchamp (Critical
Lives).
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