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While enthusiasts of straw bales praise the exceptional energy efficiency of bale buildings, and the wise use
of resources involved in utilizing an agricultural byproduct as an affordable construction material, the rea
reason straw bales have excited builders and homeowners nationwide goes beyond energy conservation,
resource recycling, and affordability. People love straw bale homes because they are so often extraordinarily
beautiful and inviting.

In the past two decades, the bale-building renai ssance has attracted some of our most gifted architects,
artisan builders, and craftspeople. Certain qualities of straw as a material--and the hands-on process of
constructing walls with a completely natural substance--have appealed to both very experienced builders and
those who find thisto be a uniquely accessible form of creating shelter. The characteristic thick walls and
wide windowsills of straw bale houses, the possibility of incorporating curves and even arches, and the
rousing experience of family "wall-raisings' have become well-known. Combined with older styles of
plastering and earthen floors, these very contemporary buildings have atimeless quality that's easy to
recognize yet hard to achieve with conventional manufactured materials.

These are buildings with personality--plus!

Athena and Bill Steen, co-authors of the original Sraw Bale House book published by Chelsea Green in
1994, have now created a book that celebrates in gorgeous color photographs the tactile, sensuous beauty of
straw bale dwellings. Their selection of photos also demonstrates how far bale building has comein avery
short period of time: In addition to handsome homes, small and not-so-small, this book shows larger-scale
institutional buildings, including schools, office buildings, the Solar Living Center, and a Save the Children
center in Mexico.

In addition, this book includes an introductory essay by the Steens noting the key lessons they have learned
in years of building with bales: insights into the design and construction process, and critical advice about
design elements that ameliorate the impacts of moisture, weather, and wear-and-tear over time. Each
photograph is also accompanied by narrative text highlighting a given building's special features and
personal touches.
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From reader reviews:
Lisa Buffington:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Beauty of Straw Bale Homes your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before.
The The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Darren Billups:

The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledgein
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes yet doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes e-book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes as good book not
only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
aready aerted you so why you haveto listening to another sixth sense.

Mario Davis;

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media.
Y ou can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of
searching fromit. It is named of book The Beauty of Straw Bale Homes. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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