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Why have we humans always longed to connect with something larger than ourselves? Why does
consciousness inevitably involve us in a spiritual quest? Why, in short, won't God go away? Theologians,
philosophers, and psychologists have debated this question through the ages, arriving at a range of
contradictory and ultimately unprovable answers. But in this brilliant, groundbreaking new book, researchers
Andrew Newberg and Eugene d'Aquili offer an explanation that is at once profoundly simple and
scientifically precise: the religious impulse is rooted in the biology of the brain.

Newberg and d'Aquili base this revolutionary conclusion on a long-term investigation of brain function and
behavior as well as studies they conducted using high-tech imaging techniques to examine the brains of
meditating Buddhists and Franciscan nuns at prayer. What they discovered was that intensely focused
spiritual contemplation triggers an alteration in the activity of the brain that leads us to perceive transcendent
religious experiences as solid and tangibly real. In other words, the sensation that Buddhists call "oneness
with the universe" and the Franciscans attribute to the palpable presence of God is not a delusion or a
manifestation of wishful thinking but rather a chain of neurological events that can be objectively observed,
recorded, and actually photographed.

The inescapable conclusion is that God is hard-wired into the human brain.

In Why God Won't Go Away, Newberg and d'Aquili document their pioneering explorations in the field of
neurotheology, an emerging discipline dedicated to understanding the complex relationship between
spirituality and the brain. Along the way, they delve into such essential questions as whether humans are
biologically compelled to make myths; what is the evolutionary connection between religious ecstasy and
sexual orgasm; what do Near Death Experiences reveal about the nature of spiritual phenomena; and how
does ritual create its own neurological environment. As their journey unfolds, Newberg and d'Aquili realize
that a single, overarching question lies at the heart of their pursuit: Is religion merely a product of biology or
has the human brain been mysteriously endowed with the unique capacity to reach and know God?

Blending cutting-edge science with illuminating insights into the nature of consciousness and spirituality,
Why God Won't Go Away bridges faith and reason, mysticism and empirical data. The neurological basis
of how the brain identifies the "real" is nothing short of miraculous. This fascinating, eye-opening book
dares to explore both the miracle and the biology of our enduring relationship with God.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Primeaux:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Why God Won't Go Away: Brain
Science and the Biology of Belief. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Edward Payne:

This Why God Won't Go Away: Brain Science and the Biology of Belief is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Why God Won't Go Away: Brain Science and the Biology of Belief in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Thomas Rinaldi:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Why God Won't Go Away: Brain
Science and the Biology of Belief is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kyle Gill:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Why God Won't Go Away: Brain Science and the Biology of Belief was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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