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With the spread of manga (Japanese comics) and anime (Japanese cartoons) around the world, many have
adopted the Japanese term 'otaku' to identify fans of such media. The connection to manga and anime may
seem straightforward, but, when taken for granted, often serves to obscure the debates within and around
media fandom in Japan since the term 'otaku' appeared in the niche publication Manga Burikko in 1983.

Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan disrupts the naturalization and trivialization of 'otaku' by examining
the historical contingency of the term as a way to identify and contain problematic youth, consumers and fan
cultures in Japan. Its chapters, many translated from Japanese and available in English for the first time – and
with a foreword by Otsuka Eiji, former editor of Manga Burikko – explore key moments in the evolving
discourse of 'otaku' in Japan. Rather than presenting a smooth, triumphant narrative of the transition of a
subculture to the mainstream, the edited volume repositions 'otaku' in specific historical, social and economic
contexts, providing new insights into the significance of the 'otaku' phenomenon in Japan and the world.

By going back to original Japanese documents, translating key contributions by Japanese scholars and
offering sustained analysis of these documents and scholars, Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan
provides alternative histories of and approaches to 'otaku'. For all students and scholars of contemporary
Japan and the history of Japanese fan and consumer cultures, this volume will be a foundation for
understanding how 'otaku', at different places and times and to different people, is meaningful.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

The book Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies
in Modern and Contemporary Japan) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the best thing like a book Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical
Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan)? A few of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical
Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Mark Armstrong:

The feeling that you get from Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New
Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) is a more deep you searching the information
that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS
Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author
of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and
New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) instantly.

William McNally:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New
Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and Contemporary Japan) this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.



Dewey Rascon:

This Debating Otaku in Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in
Modern and Contemporary Japan) is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Debating Otaku in
Contemporary Japan: Historical Perspectives and New Horizons (SOAS Studies in Modern and
Contemporary Japan) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life along with knowledge.
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