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Kentucky occupied an unusual position with regard to slavery during the Civil War as well as after. Since the
state never seceded, the emancipation proclamation did not free the majority of Kentucky's slaves; in fact,
Kentucky and Delaware were the only two states where legal slavery still existed when the thirteenth
amendment was adopted by Congress. Despite its unique position, no historian before has attempted to tell
the experience of blacks in the Commonwealth during the Civil War and Reconstruction.

Victor B. Howard's Black Liberation in Kentucky fills this void in the history of slavery and emancipation. In
doing so, however, he does not just chronicle the experiences of black Kentucky, because as he notes in his
introduction, "such a work would distort the past as much as a book concerned solely with white people."
Beginning with an overview of the situation before the war, Howard examines reactions to the emancipation
proclamation and how the writ was executed in Kentucky. He also explores the role the army played, both
during the war as freed black enlisted and after the war as former slaves transitioned to freedom.

The situation for former slaves in Kentucky was just as precarious as in other southern states, and Howard
documents the challenges they faced from keeping families together to finding work. He also documents the
early fights for civil rights in the state, detailing battles over the right to testify in court, black suffrage, and
access to education. As Black Liberation in Kentucky shows, Kentucky's slaves fought for their freedoms and
rights from the beginning, refusing to continue in bondage and proving themselves accomplished actors
destined to play a critical role in Civil War and Reconstruction.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Religion and
the Radical Republican Movement, 1860-1870 book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Mattie Martin:

This book untitled Religion and the Radical Republican Movement, 1860-1870 to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Kate Vasquez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Religion
and the Radical Republican Movement, 1860-1870 offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Elizabeth Rivera:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Religion and the Radical Republican Movement, 1860-1870 was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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