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In The Emerald Horizon, Cornelia Mutel combines lyrical writing with meticulous scientific research to
portray the environmental past, present, and future of Iowa. In doing so, she ties all of Iowa's natural features
into one comprehensive whole.

Since so much of the tallgrass state has been transformed into an agricultural landscape, Mutel focuses on
understanding today’s natural environment by understanding yesterday’s changes. After summarizing the
geological, archaeological, and ecological features that shaped Iowa’s modern landscape, she recreates the
once-wild native communities that existed prior to Euroamerican settlement. Next she examines the dramatic
changes that overtook native plant and animal communities as Iowa’s prairies, woodlands, and wetlands
were transformed. Finally she presents realistic techniques for restoring native species and ecological
processes as well as a broad variety of ways in which Iowans can reconnect with the natural world.
Throughout, in addition to the many illustrations commissioned for this book, she offers careful scientific
exposition, a strong sense of respect for the land, and encouragement to protect the future by learning from
the past.

The “emerald prairie” that “gleamed and shone to the horizon’s edge,” as botanist Thomas Macbride
described it in 1895, has vanished. Cornelia Mutel’s passionate dedication to restoring this damaged
landscape—and by extension the transformed landscape of the entire Corn Belt—invigorates her blend of
natural history and human history. Believing that citizens who are knowledgeable about native species,
communities, and ecological processes will better care for them, she gives us hope—and sound
suggestions—for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak
Book). Try to the actual book The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak Book) as your
pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Markus Walker:

This The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak Book) are generally reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Emerald Horizon: The History
of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak Book) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak
Book) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Babb:

The e-book untitled The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak Book) is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak Book) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Charline Bynum:

The reason? Because this The Emerald Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa (Bur Oak Book) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I



will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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