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Canadian sports were turned on their head during the years between the world wars. The middle-class
amateur men's organizations which dominated Canadian sports since the mid-nineteenth century steadily lost
ground, swamped by the rise of consumer culture and badly battered and split by the depression. In The
Struggle for Canadian Sport Bruce Kidd illuminates the complex and fractious process that produced the
familiar contours of Canadian sport today -- the hegemony of continental cartels like the NHL, the enormous
ideological power of the media, the shadowed participation of women in sports, and the strong nationalism
of the amateur Olympic sports bodies.

Kidd focuses on four major Canadian organizations of the interwar period: the Amateur Athletic Union, the
Women's Amateur Athletic Federation, the Workers' Sport Association, and the National Hockey League.
Each of these organizations became focal points of debate and political activity, and they often struggled
with each other - each had a radically different agenda: The AAU sought `the making of men' and the
strengthening of English-Canadian nationalism; the WAAF promoted the health and well-being of
sportswomen; the WSA was a vehicle for socialism; and the NHL was concerned with lucrative spectacles.

These national organizations stimulated and steered many of the resources available for sport and contributed
significantly to the expansion of opportunities. They enjoyed far more power than other Canadian cultural
organizations of the period, and they attempted to manipulate both the direction and philosophy of Canadian
athletics. Through their control of the rules and prestigious events and their countless interventions in the
mass media, they shaped the dominant practices and coined the very language with which Canadians
discussed what sports should mean. The success and outcome of each group, as well as their confrontations
with one another were crucial in shaping modern Canadian sports.

The Struggle for Canadian Sport adds to our understanding of the material and social conditions under which
people created and elaborated sports and the contested ideological terrain on which sports were played and
interpreted.

Winner of the North American Society for Sports History (NASSH) 1997 book award
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Struggle for Canadian Sport is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Arthur Reaves:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually The Struggle for Canadian Sport.

Michelle Seidl:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Struggle for Canadian Sport publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Struggle for Canadian Sport as good book not
just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Judith Bowman:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the The Struggle for Canadian Sport when you needed it?
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