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"The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke," a compelling primary document previously unpublished, offers insights
into the life and mind of a seventeen-year-old young woman, while also providing a fascinating window into
the cultural and social landscape of the early national period. Rachel was a thoughtful, intelligent, observer,
and her journal is an important account of upper- and middle-class life in the growing city of New
Brunswick, New Jersey. Her entries reveal her remarkably studied views on social customs, marriage, gender
roles, friendship, and religion.

The journal is dominated by two interrelated themes: Rachel's desire to broaden her knowledge and her
friendship with her teacher, Ebenezer Grosvenor. Since Ebenezer was both her teacher and her romantic
interest, it is impossible to distinguish between the themes of education and romance that dominate her
writings. On several occasions, Rachel and Ebenezer exchanged their private journals with each other.
During these exchanges, Ebenezer added comments in the margins of Rachel's journal, producing areas of
written "conversation" between them. The marginalia adds to the complexity of the journal and provides
evidence of and insight into Rachel's romantic and intellectual relationship with him. The written interactions
between Rachel and Ebenezer, together with discussions of friendship and courtship rituals provided
throughout the journal, enrich our understanding of social life during the early national period.

To Read My Heart will be of interest to students of American history, women's studies, and nineteenth-
century literature; all readers will be captivated by the rich expression and emotional experience of the
journal. Whether she is relating the story of a young friend's wedding, the death of a small boy, or the
capture of a slave in Guinea, Rachel's pages have universal appeal as she seeks to understand her own role as
an emerging adult.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

The book To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke, 1810-1811 make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book To Read
My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke, 1810-1811 to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a book To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke, 1810-
1811. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Angela Dickens:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what
kind of activity do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will
probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending
your spare time, the book you have read is usually To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke,
1810-1811.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be To Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke,
1810-1811 why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Chelsie Salls:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The To
Read My Heart: The Journal of Rachel Van Dyke, 1810-1811 provide you with new experience in examining
a book.
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