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Taking an original approach to American literature, Christopher Krentz examines nineteenth-century writing
from a new angle: that of deafness, which he shows to have surprising importance in identity formation. The
rise of deaf education during this period made deaf people much more visible in American society. Krentz
demonstrates that deaf and hearing authors used writing to explore their similarities and differences, trying to
work out the invisible boundary, analogous to Du Bois's color line, that Krentz calls the "hearing line."

Writing Deafness examines previously overlooked literature by deaf authors, who turned to writing to find a
voice in public discourse and to demonstrate their intelligence and humanity to the majority. Hearing authors
such as James Fenimore Cooper, Lydia Huntley Sigourney, Herman Melville, and Mark Twain often subtly
took on deaf-related issues, using deafness to define not just deaf others, but also themselves (as competent
and rational), helping form a self-consciously hearing identity. Offering insights for theories of identity,
physical difference, minority writing, race, and postcolonialism, this compelling book makes essential
reading for students of American literature and culture, deaf studies, and disability studies.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

The experience that you get from Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in Nineteenth-Century American
Literature may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Writing Deafness: The Hearing
Line in Nineteenth-Century American Literature giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in Nineteenth-Century American
Literature instantly.

Annie Hernandez:

This book untitled Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in Nineteenth-Century American Literature to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from
your list.

Carlos Vickers:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in Nineteenth-Century American Literature.

Aida Zambrana:

Why? Because this Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in Nineteenth-Century American Literature is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving



your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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