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From the time of our earliest childhood encounters with animals, we casually ascribe familiar emotions to
them. But scientists have long cautioned against such anthropomorphizing, arguing that it limits our ability to
truly comprehend the lives of other creatures. Recently, however, things have begun to shift in the other
direction, and anthropologist Barbara J. King is at the forefront of that movement, arguing strenuously that
we can—and should—attend to animal emotions. With How Animals Grieve, she draws our attention to the
specific case of grief, and relates story after story—from fieldsites, farms, homes, and more—of animals
mourning lost companions, mates, or friends.

 

King tells of elephants surrounding their matriarch as she weakens and dies, and, in the following days,
attending to her corpse as if holding a vigil. A housecat loses her sister, from whom she's never before been
parted, and spends weeks pacing the apartment, wailing plaintively. A baboon loses her daughter to a
predator and sinks into grief. In each case, King uses her anthropological training to interpret and try to
explain what we see—to help us understand this animal grief properly, as something neither the same as nor
wholly different from the human experience of loss.

 

The resulting book is both daring and down-to-earth, strikingly ambitious even as it’s careful to acknowledge
the limits of our understanding. Through the moving stories she chronicles and analyzes so beautifully, King
brings us closer to the animals with whom we share a planet, and helps us see our own experiences,
attachments, and emotions as part of a larger web of life, death, love, and loss.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Parker:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
called How Animals Grieve? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Russell Wade:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of How Animals Grieve
book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Tina Wilson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love How Animals Grieve, you could enjoy both. It
is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Dana Richardson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this How Animals Grieve guide written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still doubt How Animals Grieve as good book not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.
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