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When Karol Wojtyla was elected Pope on October 16, 1978, he became the first Slavic Pope in history and
the first non-Italian in 455 years. Taking the name John Paul II, the new Pope delivered a message in his first
homily in St. Peter's Square that has resounded throughout his entire papacy: "Be not afraid!"

Created for the occasion of his twenty-fifth anniversary as Pope, John Paul II: A Light for the World
provides a celebration in photographs and words of the courageous pastor who guides more than one billion
Catholics and has made his mark on history the world over. Elegantly designed and produced, John Paul II:
A Light for the World features over 140 photographs?many of which seldom have been seen outside the
Vatican?by official Vatican photographers who have captured the Pope's remarkable life and ministry for
two and a half decades. These beautiful photographs are accompanied by selections from the Pope's own
speeches and writings as well as essays and personal reflections by scholars and friends that provide insight
into the public and private person of Pope John Paul II.

Organized into three sections?Pastor, Pilgrim, Prophet?more than forty essays by staff of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops explore the depth and breadth of the themes central to John Paul's papacy,
while nearly thirty personal reflections by cardinals, bishops, and others who have had personal encounters
with the Pope reveal his profoundly human, and often humorous, side.

A joint effort between the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Catholic Communications
Campaign and Sheed & Ward, John Paul II: A Light for the World is the definitive commemoration of John
Paul II's twenty-fifth anniversary as Pope. The book opens with a personal greeting from Angelo Cardinal
Sodano, Vatican Secretary of State; a foreword by Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations; an
introduction by Bishop Wilton D. Gregory, president of the USCCB; and a historical sketch by John Thavis,
Rom
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From reader reviews:

Kim McLoughlin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline John Paul II:
A Light for the World, Essays and Reflections on the Papacy of John Paul II suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled John Paul II: A Light for the World,
Essays and Reflections on the Papacy of John Paul IIis the one of several books which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

James Alvarez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be John Paul II: A Light for the World, Essays and Reflections on the Papacy of
John Paul II why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Brian Mejia:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. John Paul II: A Light for the World, Essays and Reflections on the Papacy
of John Paul II can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

David Baker:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book John Paul II: A Light for the World, Essays and Reflections on the Papacy of John Paul II
we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must
choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with this book John Paul II: A Light for the World, Essays and Reflections on the Papacy of John
Paul II. You can more appealing than now.
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