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The Perfect Servant reevaluates the place of eunuchs in Byzantium. Kathryn Ringrose uses the modern
concept of gender as a social construct to identify eunuchs as a distinct gender and to illustrate how gender
was defined in the Byzantine world. At the same time she explores the changing role of the eunuch in
Byzantium from 600 to 1100.

Accepted for generations as a legitimate and functional part of Byzantine civilization, eunuchs were
prominent in both the imperial court and the church. They were distinctive in physical appearance, dress, and
manner and were considered uniquely suited for important roles in Byzantine life. Transcending
conventional notions of male and female, eunuchs lived outside of normal patterns of procreation and
inheritance and were assigned a unique capacity for mediating across social and spiritual boundaries. This
allowed them to perform tasks from which prominent men and women were constrained, making them, in
essence, perfect servants.

Written with precision and meticulously researched, The Perfect Servant will immediately take its place as a
major study on Byzantium and the history of gender.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

The particular book The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Perfect
Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Carl Carrillo:

The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Willie Alford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and
the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium as
good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Laura Bradberry:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Perfect Servant: Eunuchs and
the Social Construction of Gender in Byzantium is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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