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During the tumultuous year of 2008--when gas prices reached $4 a gallon, Amtrak set ridership records, and
a commuter train collided with a freight train in California--journalist James McCommons spent a year on
America's trains, talking to the people who ride and work the rails throughout much of the Amtrak system.
Organized around these rail journeys, Waiting on a Train is equal parts travel narrative, personal memoir,
and investigative journalism.

Readers meet the historians, railroad executives, transportation officials, politicians, government regulators,
railroad lobbyists, and passenger-rail advocates who are rallying around a simple question: Why has the
greatest railroad nation in the world turned its back on the very form of transportation that made modern life
and mobility possible?

Distrust of railroads in the nineteenth century, overregulation in the twentieth, and heavy government
subsidies for airports and roads have left the country with a skeletal intercity passenger-rail system. Amtrak
has endured for decades, and yet failed to prosper owing to a lack of political and financial support and an
uneasy relationship with the big, remaining railroads.

While riding the rails, McCommons explores how the country may move passenger rail forward in America-
-and what role government should play in creating and funding mass-transportation systems. Against the
backdrop of the nation's stimulus program, he explores what it will take to build high-speed trains and
transportation networks, and when the promise of rail will be realized in America.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Billups:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Waiting on a Train: The
Embattled Future of Passenger Rail Service book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

William Bellard:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Waiting on a Train:
The Embattled Future of Passenger Rail Service that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Waiting on a Train: The Embattled Future of
Passenger Rail Service become your starter.

Adam Schneider:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Waiting on a Train: The Embattled Future
of Passenger Rail Service publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Waiting on a Train: The Embattled Future of Passenger Rail Service as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Wm Schroeder:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Waiting on a Train: The Embattled Future of Passenger
Rail Service was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Waiting on a Train: The
Embattled Future of Passenger Rail Service has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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